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Shakespeare's life and works: 

 William Shakespeare was born in 1564 in England. His father was a 

businessman and his mother was a noble lady. Shakespeare's 

education was limited to a Grammar School. He could not continue 

his further study. He married Anne Hathaway who was eight years 

older than him. After his marriage Shakespeare moved to London in 

search of a job. We have no definite information after his marriage 

and before the beginning of his career. This part of his life is filled 

with more questions than information. It is said that Shakespeare 

started his career as a horse keeper in a theatre company in London. 

Thereafter, he became an actor, a playwright and a director. 

  As a playwright he is considered to be one of the greatest dramatists in the 

world. His supreme gift is his universality. He was not a writer of a particular 

time or a particular idea or a particular type of people. Whatever he wrote is 

universally acknowledged.  

        He wrote poetry and drama. Both are valuable in their own fields. His 

poetry is known as Shakespearian sonnets. His dramas are grouped into three 

categories – tragedy, comedy and historical plays. The play which has happy 

ending is known as comedy. Shakespeare wrote 17 comedies. The famous 

among them are  

1) Comedy of Error  

2)  The Merchant of Venice 

3) Much Ado About Nothing. 
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4) As You Like It  

5) Twelfth Night  

6)  The Tempest          

     The play which ends with the death of the hero or in the awful 

condition is known as tragedy. Shakespeare wrote 10 tragedies. Such plays 

are named after the name of the hero. His some of the popular tragedies 

are:- 

1) Romeo Juliet  

2) Hamlet  

3) Othello  

4) King Lear  

5) Julius Caesar  

6) Macbeth  

The third group of his plays is known as historical plays .Such plays 

deal with the historical events and personage. He wrote 10historical 

plays, for example,  

1) Henry  VI     part I 

2) Henry VI     part II 

3) Henry VI       part III 

              As a poet he wrote 154 sonnets. But he is widely known as a dramatist 

of great genius and perhaps it is simply because of his art of presentation of 

humanity with great sympathy and understanding. We seldom meet in 

Shakespeare a weeping philosopher .We feel Shakespearian tragedies could 

not be written by a suffering or a saddened spirit. He died in 1616 but his plays 

are still popular all over the world.  
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His plays have been translated into major languages of the world and are 

staged successfully. He is undoubtedly one of the greatest dramatists of the 

world. 

 

 


