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Works of G. B. Shaw. 

          Shaw first wrote five novels—Immaturity, The Irrational Knot,  Cashel 

Byron’s Profession, An Unsocial Socialist and Love Among the Artists .But he 

proved unsuccessful. 

           He wrote criticism. As a critic, he became famous. His music criticism 

is an interesting event to even non-musical readers. His dramatic criticism is 

the wonderful piece of writing, and reveals a new a new school of thought.                                                           

As a critic, he considered Shakespeare’s works in much lower order than 

those of a Norwegian dramatist Ibsen. 

            He wrote short stories, autobiography and letters. But considering 

novel not a suitable genre for his purpose, he turned to the field of drama. 

As a dramatist, he wrote on political, economic and social problems. He 

wrote unconventionally, breaking and ignoring traditions 

           As a dramatist, Shaw was primarily influenced by a Norwegian 

dramatist Ibsen. From Ibsen, he learned to use the social problem in his 

plays. And so he took the social, political and religious matters as the subject 

-matter of his plays. His plays discuss significantly the problems and social 

evils of his time. In Mrs. Warren’s Profession he deals with the evils of 

prostitution, and in Arms and the Man he deals with the romantic conception 

of a soldier. 

             His plays are full of philosophy. Shaw called his play Man and 

Superman a comedy of philosophy. It was considered the dramatic parable 

of creative evolution. It deals with the philosophy of life force in contrast to 

the Darwin’s theory of survival of the fittest. Survival of the fittest refers to 

the killing of the weak one by the strong one. But Shaw’s idea of Creative 

Evolution is that the fittest are those who survive by the superior 

intelligence and by the exercise of the will power. 
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            The glimpse of religious aspect is vivid in the majority of his plays. It 

can be very clearly seen in Saint Joan where he presents Joan of Arc both as 

a heroine of history and a heroine of faith. In Androcles and the Lion there is 

a massive preface on religion. 

About Shaw it is said that he fails to create a living and convincing 

character. His men and women are taken to be his mouthpieces. They have 

been compared to gramophone records on which Shaw plays his set themes. 

However, his plays Candida and Pygmalion seem to be exceptions. In 

Candida a warm character is created. In Pygmalion the portrait of the 

flower girl is life like and convincing. Pygmalion   is aimed at solving the 

problem of pronunciation. 

            The plays of Shaw are grouped into two groups--- pleasant and 

unpleasant. Shaw wrote mostly comedies. He never touched tragedy. His 

plays are marked by marvellous dialogues, and speeches. The music of 

words and rhythm are vivid in his plays. Like Donne he has used wit. Shaw 

is a laughing philosopher. He writes comedy because he can comment on a 

serious matter without hurting anyone. He writes with a definite motif. He 

never wrote for the sake of art. His plays are like sermons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


