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Q. 1. Why was Banquo killed? 

 Ans. Banquo was killed by the men of Macbeth because Macbeth 

was afraid of him. Macbeth knew that everything was, quite 

known to Banquo. While they were returning from the battlefield 

Macbeth and Banquo were both together. Whatever the witches 

had told Macbeth, Banquo had also heard it all. The prophecy of 

the third witch for the kingship for Macbeth had been made 

before Banquo. Besides that Macbeth had also some talks 

regarding it with Banquo. And Macbeth's mind had become quite 

clear to Banquo. Banquo knew that there was lust and greed in the 

heart of Macbeth. In this way everything was quite known to 

Banquo. But then Banquo was a quite silent man. He showed 

little interest in anything what the witches had told  them. He was 

a warrior and he fought valiantly. This was all. Besides that he 

neither knew nor he liked to know what wrong or right was going 

on around him. Banquo had almost a passive attitude towards 

everything. But Macbeth was guilty and as guilty mind is always 

suspicious so, Macbeth was always suspicious towards Banquo. 

Macbeth was afraid that the fact might be disclosed by Banquo 

any moment. And. it was because of this that Macbeth killed 

Banquo through his men while he was just coming to attend the 

dinner in Macbeth's castle at Macbeth's invitation. 

  

Q. 2. Why did Macbeth visit the witches again?  

Ans. Macbeth made a second visit to the witches to know from 

them his fate and future. He had murdered King Duncan. He had 

killed the two bodyguards of King Duncan. Then he took the life 

of Banquo through his men near his own palace where he had 
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invited him for supper. So, the guilty mind of Macbeth was quite 

suspicious· He was afraid of the consequence of these evil deeds. 

And so, to know the worst that was going to happen with him he 

sought a second meeting with the witches for their further 

prophecy about the safety of his own life and kingship.  

There the witches called their masters to answer the questions of 

Macbeth. On inquiry they told Macbeth that he had to fear none 

who was born of a woman. They further told him that he would 

not, be harmed or defeated or killed until the Birnam woods itself 

marches to the Dunsinane hill.  

. But Macbeth was warned by them of Macduff, the thane of Fife. 

And it was really at the hands Macduff that Macbeth was defeated 

and killed. 

 


