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 Q.1.What did witches promise Macbeth? 

Ans. Macbeth and Banquo were the two great generals of  King Duncan's 

army. They were coming back after the grand victory in the battle field. On 

their way back they met the three witches at a certain place. The witches 

stopped them and made some prophecies to them. To Macbeth the witches 

promised that he would be the King of Scotland· Macbeth, at first, did not 

believe the version of the witches at all. But just when he proceeded a bit 

further he was informed by a messenger from King Duncan that he had been 

honored as the thane Cawdor by the King. This was the promise of the second 

witch to Macbeth. So from that moment he began to be convinced that the 

promise of the third witch about his kingship might be true. The prophecy 

came true, no doubt, but it dragged Macbeth to his tragic doom. 

Q.2. What special reasons had Macbeth for not harming the king? 

 Ans· Macbeth was a very valiant fighter and a very brave general in the army 

of King Duncan, no doubt. But he had in him the milk of human kindness. He 

also feared wrong doing. But besides these general traits he had some special 

reasons also for not harming the King. It was that Macbeth knew that the king 

loved him most of all. The King had extreme reliance and the faith upon him 

Besides that Macbeth thought that King Duncan was his guest at his own 

castle. This was an honour which was rarely given to the general by the King. 

But Macbeth was lucky enough to enjoy it. These were the special reasons for 

which Macbeth did not like to harm King Duncan. Macbeth thought that he 

was not only a subject of King Duncan but he was his near kinsman. He also 
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thought that it was his duty as a host to guard his guest against the enemies or 

against any evil deed done to him by any one. He thought that if he himself 

indulged in such a dreadful crime it would, perhaps, be the greatest sin. 

Macbeth also considered the fact as to how noble, just loving and merciful was 

Duncan to all his nobles and Macbeth himself. These were the good qualities 

of King Duncan which stopped Macbeth from committing the act of murder. 

 Q. 3. Who killed Duncan? 

 Ans. It was no one else but Macbeth who killed Duncan. Macbeth did it after 

great hesitation. It seemed, at first, that he was not prepared at all for 

committing this horrible crime. Macbeth was very bold, courageous, no doubt. 

But he was noble at heart. He had the milk of human kindness in him. Besides 

that he did also think that king Duncan was his guest and he was the host. As a 

host, Macbeth knew his responsibility to provide safety and: protection to his 

guest. These were the ideas that troubled the mind of Macbeth before 

committing the crime. But then at the instigation and force of his wife Lady 

Macbeth, he did it himself and stabbed Duncan with one stroke of his dagger. 

The two servants / bodyguards of King Duncan were blamed for the murder of 

the king Macbeth himself killed these two bodyguards so that the secret may 

not be disclosed by them. But everyone and particularly Banquo knew it very 

we1i that the act of murder had been done by none but Macbeth him self. 

  

 


