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Explanation -1 

Turning and turning in the....... 

Are full of passionate intensity. 

  These lines are the opening lines of W .B. Yeats' poem "The Second 

Coming". The words 'The Second Coming' implies the second birth. The first 

birth refers to the birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem, the second, as the poet 

foresees will be the birth of a destructive god. 

In these lines the poet presents the picture of disintegrating society.  He 

says that the Christianity has grown old; it is going to be extinct. Falcon stands 

for Christianity which has lost the contact of Christ. The poet means to say that 

the Christianity has become directionless. There is lawlessness all around. 

Mere violence is dominant. There is no controlling force .The innocent people 

are the sufferer but the wicked enjoy power. 

These lines are highly imagistic. Here is the image of the disintegrating 

centrifugal force. As the gyre widens, its centrifugal force increases, and the 

things fall apart. The system of the society breaks down. 

Explanation-2 

Surely some revelation is at hand 

Surely the Second Coming is at hand. 
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 The extract given for explanation belongs to W.B.Yeats poem "The 

Second Coming". In these lines the poet as a visionary seems to stand face to 

face with the changing civilization. He indicates that "the Second Coming" is 

near. The first coming was the birth of Jesus which brought the Christian 

civilization. Now the Christian civilization is disintegrating and a new epoch is 

to begin. The poet foresees this new epoch will be troubled by wickedness and 

evil. The moment Yeats uttered the word "the Second Coming" his eyes were 

troubled by a huge image that appeared before him like the Egyptian sphinx. 

This shape of strange beast with lion's body and man's head symbolizes 

mindless and merciless violence. It appears blank and pitiless. The [poet seems 

to be horrified with the vision of that rough beast. He believes that in the due 

course of time the animal civilization will dominate the world. Then there will 

be violence and destruction all around. 

The language is imagistic and worthy of carrying out the matter. The 

falcon of the first stanza flies beyond the call of its master. The indignant 

desert birds fly over the lumbering animal. Such images symbolize the anarchy 

in the society. 

 

 


