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Write a note on modern poetry. 

   At the end of the nineteenth century a reaction 

against Victorianism set in.  It was a matter of criticism that 

the Victorian left off a great deal of life. Their poetry lacks 

life and intensity. Thus a revolt against them took place 

 The modern poetry is full of experiments. It is regarded 

as anti –traditional. The modern poets reacted against the 

traditional notion of poetic diction and they attempted to 

write in a fresh and original way. They believe that nothing 

is poetic in itself and anything could be the subject matter 

of poetic experience provided that it has moved the poet. 

These poets have more affinity with the metaphysical 

poets. 

Yeats was responsible for the emergence, which is called 

Celtic movement .The French symbolists and naturalist also 

influenced the modern poetry .Eliot's name is greatly 

associated with twentieth century poetic movement. His 

Waste Land presents a notable advanced technique of 

writing verse. His rhythmic effects are alone enough to set 

him aside from most English poets. 
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Thus modern poetry is a new experiment. It has 

revolutionized the whole concept of poetry by a new 

experiment in dictum, metre and rhythm. 

 

 

              W. B. Yeats: William Butler Yeats (1865 – 1939) was 

born in Dublin and was profoundly influenced by the Irish 

myth, tradition and folklore. He is regarded as the national 

poet of Ireland;and the Irish myth background forms the 

bases of his poetry. The poetry of Yeats has a curious mixture 

of aestheticism and dreamy nationalism with an 

undercurrent of moralism. The morals are one which has 

come to him through a long course of aestheticism. His early 

poems have Victorian quality .They are full of Adjectives and 

romantic subjects. His later poems are masculine and 

intellectual. His poems fall into three divisions: the romantic, 

the realistic and the metaphysical. 

               The first volume belongs to the poems of his early 

youth. In these poems he dwells on love, beauty and Nature.    

"The Wind Among the Reed" is a famous collection of his 

romantic poem. His voice changed gradually in the second 

group of his poems. His next volume of poems 

"Responsibilities" is an antithesis of his early work. In this 

group of poems both the dreams of early youth and the 

realities of the French Revolution are vanished. His poetry of 

the third group is filled with the mystic vision of live. He uses 
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symbolism and myth in the later poems. In his later time 

Yeats composed poetry that can be called more masculine 

and more intellectual. 


