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Character Sketch of Eliza . 

 Eliza Doolittle, as she appears for the first time is not a 

romantic figure. She is a poor and an uneducated girl. Her 

transformation from a flower girl into a smart and confident young 

lady is the main focus of the drama. 

             Eliza is a round character. In her first appearance in the portico 

of the St Paul Church, she is a crude and dirty girl with a vulgar speech 

habit. She speaks Cockney. Prof Higgins takes her as an object of his 

experiment. He starts teaching her correct pronunciation. Eliza has got 

sensitive ears and ability to learn quickly. So within three months she 

becomes able to conceal her poor family background, and she looks 

like a duchess. After the formal training of pronunciation, when Prof 

Higgins and Pickering took her to the party of an ambassador, she 

deceived all by hiding her poor family background. There she casts an 

impression of being a princess. 

             She is conscious of her prestige and career. When they return 

from the party, a new Eliza appears. Higgins and Pickering want to go 

to their beds. They congratulate each other but they do not speak to 

Eliza. So Eliza feels neglected. She cries in anger. She throws her 

sleepers at Higgins out of frustration. Thereafter she tries to scratch the 

face of Higgins. Higgins fails to understand new Eliza. 

             Eliza is an emotional girl. She loves Higgins. But Higgins is 

blind to her emotion. He is purely a professional. He treats her as an 

object of his experiment. So Eliza leaves his house. She wants to 

satisfy her desire for sex and love. So she marries Freddy a poor boy. 

She is humane. She is filled with human desire and emotion.  

              Eliza is a confident girl. She wants to lead an independent life. 

She wants to earn money for her living by teaching pronunciation 

               Eliza as created by Shaw is an ideal character. In her vanity, 

anger and despair she is essentially a human being. 
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