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Q.1 Give the substance of the dialogue between   Banquo and Macbeth on the 

night of Duncan's murder. 

 

Ans. It is a little more than twelve at night, and the feast is over. Banquo is 

preceding to his bed-chamber, accompanied by his son, Fleance, who bears a 

torch. He has been sleepy for some time, but he has a dread of the cursed 

thoughts, which become uppermost in him in sleep, and has, therefore, kept 

awake so long. He soon finds that Macbeth has not yet retired. Banquo conveys 

to him the king's high gratification, and hands him the diamond which the king 

presents to Lady Macbeth. Macbeth apologizes for the imperfect welcome that 

he has been able to accord to the King. 

Banquo turns the conversation upon the Witches, of whom, he says, he dreamt 

last night. Macbeth tries to dismiss the subject airily; yet he promises to speak 

of them at a time which Banquo will be able to spare as well as himself. 

Banquo gladly agrees to make such time. Then Macbeth adds that if Banquo 

will abide by his counsel he may win honour. Whether Banquo understands his 

hint or not, he says that he is not certainly averse to honour, and is quite 

prepared to act on his counsel, provided he does not compromise either his 

honour or his loyalty to the king. Then they part. 

 

Q.2. "Tomorrow, and tomorrow and tomorrow" -Give the substance of 

Macbeth's soliloquy which begins thus. What light does it throw on the 

character of the speaker? 

 

Ans. This speech is occasioned by the death of Lady Macbeth. 

The only comment that Macbeth makes with regard to Lady Macbeth's death is 

that she should have died hereafter. The rest of the speech is concerned with his 

reflections on life. It is the nature of men to look forward to the day to come, 

and this day does come, and then merges into the past. Thus every tomorrow 
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becomes a yesterday; so life moves on from day to day until the end of the 

allotted term is reached. . Macbeth now wishes that he could have done with his 

life! Life seems to be a mere shadow moving about. He compares it to an 

inferior actor, who, for a while, treads pompously, on the stage, and blusters 

and then is immediately forgotten by the audience. Life is a meaningless affair -

something like the noisy speech of a raving man full of words and gestures. 

This speech reflects Macbeth's sense of weariness of life. The death of Lady 

Macbeth in this crisis of his life leaves him alone and desolate, when he says, 

"She should have died hereafter". It is not an expression of apathy or 

indifference. When all his thanes are deserting him, when the enemy is 

knocking at his gate, his wife too is gone. However callous, he might have been 

rendered by his crimes, he must have heard of his wife's death with a poignant 

sense of loss. Life has now no more interesting to him. The sooner he can get 

rid of it, the better. In this speech is the cry of sheer despondence, a scene of 

having drunk the cup of misery to the dregs, a realization that life is a vanity of 

vanities. The reaction in Macbeth to crime and bloodshed has now come in full 

cycle. 

 Q3.  Explain these lines with reference to the context. 

 Fair is foul and foul is fair 

 Hover through fog and filthy air 

  These are the lines spoken by three witches in the end of Act I Scene 

I of the play Macbeth written by William Shakespeare. Three witches meet in a 

barren place. They say that for them whatever is bad for other is good. And 

whatever is bad for them is good for human beings.  

  Their words strike the keynote of the play. It indicates the moral 

value of Macbeth. As the action proceeds whatever is good quality in Macbeth 

turns to bad. Macbeth goes against his moral. He enters the life of crime, 

murder and treachery to become the king of Scotland. He was a hero in the 

beginning but he turns a villain in the end. Thus these lines show distortion of 

human values. 

  The other meaning it implies that the appearance can be deceiving 

whatever appears fair could be foul and what ever appears foul could be fair. 

Macbeth appears to be king's loyal general but he proves to be a killer. The 

prophecies of witches appear to bring luck to Macbeth but they lead the way to 

destruction.  
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These lines are full of symbolic significance. They suggest the theme of the 

play, moral and fate of Macbeth.    

                

 

 

 
 


