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3.Explain:    O sages standing in God's holy fire  

   As in the gold mosaic of a wall  

   Come from the holy fire perne in a gyre, 

   And be the singing master of my soul. 

   Consume my heart away; sick with desire  

   And fastened to a dying animal  

    It knows not what it is; and gather me  

    Into the artifice of eternity.  

  

         These lines have been taken from the poem 'Sailing to 

Byzantium' composed by W B Yeats. 

         They   refer to the meaning that the poet having disgusted with 

the prevailing sexuality in his country sails to Byzantium He takes an 

imaginary journey to Byzantium, a city which is famous for its artistic 

works. Reaching there he appeals to sages who stand in God's holy 

fire to come down and to teach him to appreciate the great work of 

art .These sages look like the golden figures on the wall. The poet 

wants the sages to descend upon him and become the singing 

master of his soul. The poet has not been able to get rid of his 
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sensual desire which still clings to him. He wants that the sages 

should purify his soul, and make him able to enjoy the spiritual 

delight .In other words the poet wishes to be purified and to be 

observed in the immortal products of art.  

      These lines suggest the counter balance of physical decay and the 

source of happiness in the old age.  

     4.Explain:    Once out of Nature I shall never take  

My bodily form from any natural thing 

But such a form as Grecian goldsmiths make  

Of hammered gold and gold enamelling 

To keep a drowsy Emperor awake; 

Or set upon a golden bough to sing 

To lords and ladies of Byzantium 

Of what is past, or passing or to come. 

 

        These lines have been taken from the famous poem "Sailing to 

Byzantium "composed by W B Yeats. 

         In these lines the poet expresses his desire to get rid of physical 

self and to become a part of the eternity .He wants to be a golden 

bird and to sing the song of past, present and future sitting on a 

golden bough in the city of Byzantium.  

         The poet asserts that once he frees himself from the chain of 

Nature he will not like to take birth in the same or any other earthy 

shape. He will reject all physical births, because all living beings are 

subject to death .He would like to become something eternal and 
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imperishable. He would like to take the shape of a golden bird, the 

kind of bird which Grecian goldsmiths are supposed to have designed 

for the pleasure of the Emperor. The poet wants to be a golden bird 

because as a golden bird he would be beyond death. When he 

becomes a golden bird he will sing the eternal song of spiritual joy. 

He will be surrounded not by the young lovers but by the lovers of 

the work of art. 


