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Definition of Dramatic Monologue 

Dramatic monologue means self-conversation, speech or talks which 
includes interlocutor presented dramatically. It means a person, who is 
speaking to himself or someone else speaks to reveal specific intentions 
of his actions. However, in literature, it is a poetic form or a poem that 
presents the speech or conversation of a person in a dramatic manner. 

Features of a Dramatic Monologue 

A dramatic monologue has these common features in them. 

1. A single person delivering a speech on one aspect of his life 
2. The audience may or may not be present 
3. Speaker reveals his temperament and character only through his 

speech 

Types of Dramatic Monologue 

There are three major types of dramatic monologues such as: 

1. Romantic monologue 
2. Philosophical and psychological monologue 
3. Conversational monologue 

Dramatic Monologue Examples from Literature 
Example #1 

“My Last Duchess” by Robert Browning“That’s my last Duchess 
painted on the wall, 

Looking as if she were alive. I call 

That piece a wonder, now; Fra Pandolf’s hands 

mailto:drumeshsingh131@gmail.com
https://literarydevices.net/monologue/
https://literarydevices.net/poem/
https://literarydevices.net/audience/
https://literarydevices.net/speaker/
https://literarydevices.net/character/
https://literarydevices.net/my-last-duchess/
https://literarydevices.net/robert-browning/


2 of 2 Dramatic monologue, Dr U P Singh, D B College, Jaynagar 
 

Worked busily a day, and there she stands. 

Will’t please you sit and look at her? I said 

“Fra Pandolf” by design, for never read 

Strangers like you that pictured countenance, 

The depth and passion of its earnest glance, 

But to myself they turned (since none puts by 

The curtain I have drawn for you, but I) 

And seemed as they would ask me, if they durst, 

How such a glance came there; so, not the first 

Are you to turn and ask thus.” 

This extract is from the famous monologue of a duke. He tells his 
audience, possibly the father of his new bride, about his last duchess 
who could not survive his severity. It is a type of psychological 
monologue which tells the psychological state of mind of the speaker. 
Browning has exposed the duke’s cruel state of mind through this poem 
“My Last Duchess.” 
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